DRAFT COPY

CONNECTICUT JUNIOR SOCCER ASSOCIATION 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

Farmington, CT

March 8, 2004

The following were in attendance:


Tim Brennan, Tony Carvalho, Joe Conte, Andrea Duffy, Andy George, Marc Glass, Dave Gold, Art Hennig, Jim Insinga, Steve Kassoy, Milan Keser, Tom Mattera, Chafik Rebai, Lisa Schanzer, Tom Skarbek, Steve Woolbert, Eric Voide, Kathy Zolad, Jesus Zornoza, Al McWhirter, Sue Schultz, Jim Lennox, Steve Hinchliffe

The following were absent:


David Engel and Bill Oehler


Kathy called the meeting to order at 7:30pm. She welcomed new board member David Gold who is the new district representative from the Northwest District. 

Minutes:


Tom Skarbek questioned the makeup of the tournament committee in the February minutes. It was affirmed that he is the committee chairperson and that Sue Schultz is part of the committee.  Change will be made in the minutes to show the correction. No other changes made and minutes were moved approved. 

Treasurer’s Report: 


The treasurer’s report was enclosed in the handout that was mailed to the board members.  

The treasurer’s report consisted of many sheets of paper and Art Hennig asked if it was necessary that the whole report be distributed to the board every month. The board’s consensus was that it was not necessary. Kathy stated that a copy of the whole report will be kept in the CJSA office should anyone on the board wish to review it and the whole report will no longer be distributed every month. 

Audience Communication:


None

Committee Reports:

Registration:


Bill Oehler was not present and his report was enclosed in the handout that was mailed to the board members. 

State Indoor Tournament: 


Milan Keser announced that the wildcards and the tournament draw will be completed after the meeting. He will do the schedules for all the age groups and will send them out. The districts hosting the tournament venues will handle referee assignments and site coordinating. 

Page 2

Minutes of 3/8/04

Recreation:


Marc Glass made a proposal to have CJSA purchase DVD’s to replace the current VHS tapes in the CJSA library.  He would like to offer the old tapes to our members at $5.00 each. He would also like to establish a library card ID system. Each person would pay a one-time fee of $10.00 for the card. If the DVD’s were not returned the person would loose their library privilege unless they pay for replacing the DVD. Lost cards would be replaced for $5.00 and a late fee would be established for late returns. 


Discussion occurred as to which tapes to replace and which to get rid off, as some of the tapes are outdated. It was agreed that Jim Lennox would review the tapes and decide which tapes to replace and which to get rid of. The older outdated tapes would be offered to the clubs. 


Motion made to approve Marc Glass’ proposal by Chafik Rebai, seconded by Joe Conte.  Friendly amendment made by Kathy Zolad to keep the best tapes and offer the older outdated ones to the clubs.  Motion passed unanimously. 

State League:


Teams entered as attached.

District Reports:

Central: No Report

Northeast: No Report

Southeast: Milan Keser reports that district indoor playoffs started this past weekend and will be completed next weekend.

Southcentral: Joe Conte spoke about the U-17 & U-19 indoor tournament group and his district hosting at Southern Connecticut State University.

Northcentral: Steve Woolbert announced that the Simsbury Soccer Club will be sponsoring a girl’s youth team from Afghanistan. The team will be here for three weeks in July and they are looking for volunteers to help teach and interact with the team. Steve will e-mail out more information, as it becomes available.

Southwest: No Report

Northwest: Eric Voide announced that the registration disk for his district was turned in to CJSA.

Presidents Report: 


Kathy announced that at the Boston Workshop fee increases were passed. A twenty-five cents increase would go into effect in September 2004 and another twenty-five cents increase would go into effect in September 2005. She announced that for the time being CJSA will absorb the increase until our next AGM where it will be discussed. 


Kathy also stated that the feeling at the workshop was to do away with permission to travel forms and go to a notification form. The push is to relax permission to travel and hosting requirements and hopefully go to a notification form via online. The word coming down is that we need to be more user friendly, let the kids play, and make it easier for them to play with us.
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At the USSF AGM the proposed rule change to change the cut off date from August to January was withdrawn. Kathy stated that it was withdrawn mainly because it was felt that the rule change could have been too divisive and that a question arose over adequate notification of the proposed rule change. 


Kathy stated that on the boys side USSF will start to have a national team camp at U-14 level and U-12 players will now be going to a regional camp to better prepare them for theU-13 and U-14 level. That we should be focusing and concentrating on the U-10 and up player. 


Kathy announced that due to a virus all of the CJSA office computers crashed and much of the information on them was lost. The CJSA office staff is working very hard on obtaining the data. We now need a new computer system for the CJSA office. Bids are being taken for the new computer system. Discussion occurred on how to safeguard the new system, buying a system that will prepare us for our future needs, not accepting the lowest bid, buying the best system available. 


Motion was made by Jesus Zornoza to form a small committee of Kathy’s choice to purchase the new computer system for the CJSA office, seconded by Marc Glass.  Friendly amendment made by Kathy to cap the amount spent at $30,000.00. Motion passed unanimously.   

Unfinished Business:

Volunteer/Employee Disclosure Form:


All members of the CJSA Board of Directors filled out disclosure forms for the risk management program. Effective immediately, all volunteers/staff must complete a disclosure form upon initial appointment and every three years afterwards. This form is due for all registered adult, volunteer, administrator, employee or referee in the organization in September 2004. Clubs will forward the disclosure forms directly to the CJSA office. Sue Schultz will input the data and the only two people who will access to the information will be Kathy Zolad and Jim Buccuzzi. All the information will be double password protected and will be very secure. Kathy also stated that a special fire proof cabinet will be purchased to store information.  

State League – Action Items:

1) Remove the 3rd Division (State Cup Qualified teams) from District League Play. (1st, 2nd, and 3rd division will now be state run.)

2) Where possible the Board of Governors will fill vacancies in the 1st and 2nd divisions. 

Motion was made by Milan Keser to accept the above policy changes for the state premier league, seconded by Tony Carvalho.  Motion passed unanimously. 

New Business:

Proposed ODP coaches: List of 2004 ODP coaches was presented for approval by Jim Lennox. Jim explained that he would like to see new coaches and would like to add more females to the staff. There are now three female coaches that are former professional players. Tom Skarbek asked about the licensing requirements to be an ODP coach. Jim explained that at this time he is not aware of any but would like to see a licensing requirement down the road. At this time he does not know all of the coaches but will take this season to evaluate them and see which coaches we keep. 
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Motion was made by Steve Woolbert to accept the list of ODP coaches, seconded by Tim Brennan.  Motion passed with all in favor and two abstentions. 

New Club Affiliation:


Eric Void presented documentation to approve new club affiliation for AC Caldo. Club affiliation to take affect in September 2004. 


Motion made by Tom Skarbek to approve club affiliation for AC Caldo, seconded by Joe Conte.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Extended Fall Play – Ages 15+:


With budget cuts at many school districts freshman sports are being cut. As a result many freshman players do not have an opportunity to play soccer. Some districts offer fall U-15 soccer leagues and each district may run their own leagues. The Northeast has been doing this for two years at the recreational level. Districts may opt to do it at the recreational level or the travel level. However players cannot play in high school and in these leagues at the same time. 

DRA vs ARA:


Kathy announced that the DRAs are elected positions within the district and are not appointed. Jesus stated that DRAs will assign referees to State League games, State Cup games, and Connecticut Cup games. ARAs are appointed and will oversee the administration of referees with some of their duties being education, assessment, certification, re-certification, insuring there are enough assignors, and mentoring. Jesus presented a list of ARAs one for each district. Kathy accepted the list. 

Southwest – John Collins

Northwest – John Gugliotti

Southeast – TBA

Southcentral – ________________

Central – __________________

Northeast – __________________

Northcentral –  _________________


It was agreed that DRAs may elect to re-sign their elected positions within the district and be re-appointed by the district VPs as DRAs. This will allow them to also be appointed as ARAs if they wish. DRAs who are appointed may not sit on the district boards or have a vote on that board. All appointed DRAs will forward their names to the CJSA office in writing. 

Cup Play – Action Items: 

1) A player rostered to a team in the 1st Division, 2nd Division, 3rd Division State Cup Eligible, U-13 Qualifying league or the Fall U-14 league may participate in Connecticut Cup play.

Discussion occurred. 

Motion was made by Eric Voide to approve the above proposal, seconded by Jim

Insinga.  Motion passed with eleven in favor and three against. 
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2) If the teams are tied at the end of overtime in the finals of the CT Cup, Co-Champions will be declared for that age group.

Discussion occurred.

Motion was made by Milan Keser to approve the above proposal, seconded by 

Chafik Rebai.  Motion was defeated with nine against and seven in favor. 

3) The Diagonal Referee System (three (3) man), using only USSF currently registered referees, shall be used for all CJSA Cup matches. Failure to provide three (3) USSF currently registered referees for all game will result in the game being rescheduled at the home field of the team that traveled.

After a lengthy discussion it was agreed that the above proposal would affect all matches

in the State Cup but only affect the Sweet 16 Round and above matches for the Connecticut Cup.


Motion was made by Steve Woolbert to approve the above proposal with the Sweet 16 amendment for the Connecticut Cup, seconded by Eric Voide. Motion passed with all in favor and one abstention.

State Cup Seeding:


The Premier Board of Governors would like to seed the top four teams in each bracket for the State Cup. The Premier Board of Governors would seed the teams and have them reviewed by Rudy Meredith and Steve Hinchliffe. Both Rudy and Steve would have automatic veto power if they did not agree with the seeding. The seeding would be based on league, state cup, and region 1 competition. Steve Hinchliffe believes it is a good system and will make league play more meaningful.


Motion was made by Milan Keser to approve the changes as proposed by the Premier Board of Governors, seconded by Steve Woolbert.  Motion passed with all in favor and one against. 

For the Good of Soccer:


Al McWhirter handed out information on small-sided games and how it was being utilized in all fifty states. He encouraged all to review it.


Motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:00pm was made and passed unanimously.      

Respectfully Submitted

Tom Mattera

CJSA Secretary 

