DRAFT COPY

CONNECTICUT JUNIOR SOCCER ASSOCIATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

Farmington, CT

September 13, 2004

The following were in attendance:


Tim Brennan, Tony Carvalho, Joe Conte, Andrea Duffy, David Engel, Steve Kassoy, Milan Keser, Tom Mattera, Bill Oehler, Chafik Rebai, Lisa Schanzer, Tom Skarbek, Eric Voide, Kathy Zolad, Jesus Zornoza, Al McWhirter, Sue Schultz, Steven Wollins, Jim Lennox

The following were absent:


Andy George, Marc Glass, Dave Gold, Art Hennig, Jim Insinga, Steve Woolbert

Kathy called the meeting to order at 7:30pm.

Minutes:


Were approved after a question from Andrea as to whether the $100.00 protest fee was approved for both cups at the July meeting. The new protest fee was approved at the July meeting but was not reflected in the July minutes. 

Treasurer’s Report:


Dave distributed to the board copies of the financial report and budget for CJSA. Dave reported that there have been three increases in insurance fees for our players over the past three years. Dave stated that the increase in fees over $80,000.00 has come from the CJSA budget, he also expects a large increase for next year. Dave proposed a rule change where if national fees and insurance fees increase we do not have to go back to the membership for a vote to increase membership fees. Discussion.

Kathy explained that we have to go to a new insurance carrier because our old insurance carrier dropped all sports programs as a result of several lawsuits. Currently we have a $100.00 deductible on our insurance. As a result more and more claims are being filed by our membership because their personal deductibles are very high. If we raise our deductible to $500.00 we would save .50 cents per player which is an approximate $50,000.00 savings. Discussion.

Dave would like to transfer the money from the restitution fund to the general operating fund. There is $57,478.00 in the restitution fund which was set up several years ago. He would like to use this money to pay the CJSA moving expenses which was; $8,075.73 for the physical move, phone system $9,030.50, furniture $9,536.95, computers $28,798.00. Discussion.

Page 2

Minutes of 9/13/04

Motion to remove the restriction and transfer the restitution fund to the general operating fund was made by Dave Engal, seconded by Tom Skarbek. Motion passed with 12 in favor and on abstention. 

Dave advised the board that he has submitted a letter announcing his candidacy for treasurer.     

Audience Communication:


Steven Wollins explained the new Grade 9 Recreational Referee position and the change in policy for entry-level referee courses. Steve distributed a handout explaining the changes and requirements for Grade 8 and the new Grade 9 course. 

Committee Reports:

Cup: A list of all CT Cup entries was distributed. The U-12 boys and girls age groups will start earlier then the rest of the age groups because of a large amount of entries.

Premier: Seventy-two teams entered the fall premier league with thirty-two teams entering the U-12 and Younger Developmental League. The premier league has gone to a cup format for scheduling games. Specific games must be played on or before a specific date. The new format was well received at the premier-scheduling meeting.

Registration: Bill Oehler reported that three out of the seven districts have not met their 2003/2004-registration deadline. The three districts that did not meet the August 15, 2004 deadline are Central, Southeast, and Southwest. October 15, 2004 is the first registration deadline for the 2004/2005 seasonal year. 

Tournaments: The Southington Invitational and the Avon Memorial Day tournaments received sanctioning.

Risk Management: Kathy stated that the Employee/Volunteer Disclosure Form has been changed to include the name of the affiliated club at the bottom of the form. Kathy also stated that referees are also to fill out the form, and that all information on the Disclosure Form is locked up and the CJSA Risk Manager is the only person who has access to the information. Ultimately the Disclosure Forms will be checked adult registration that comes in from the clubs. 

District Reports: 

Southwest: Lisa Schanzer announced that the district was working on getting its registration formation to CJSA. 
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Northwest: Eric announced that district league play started this week.

Southeast: Milan announced that league play started this week and all is going well.

Southcentral: all is well

Northeast: Two new clubs have joined the district and all is well.

Central: League play started with 300 teams playing and all is well.

Northcentral: New DRA elected 

Director of Coaching:


Jim Lennox spoke about restructuring the ODP program. He feels that clubs are developing players and are doing a good job. He does not want ODP to interfere with that club development especially at the older age groups. He would like to have the older age groups attend more tournaments and do some college showcase tournaments and have less contact with the ODP staff. With the younger age groups Jim would like to see as much contact as possible with the ODP staff. He would like to see that contact start at an even younger age then U-13. The selection of players would come from the ODP tryouts and by having staff coaches go out and ID our best players. Jim would also like to go out to the districts and meet with as many coaches as possible in an informal setting. This would be to talk about coaching and developing players and small-sided initiatives. Jim’s email address is Jim@cjsa.org. 

President’s Report:


Kathy announced that she will be running for re-election and has submitted a letter. She also stated that the scholarship dinner went very well with all of the recipients attending. Kathy also announced that at the AGM in Florida the 22-man roster did not pass however the 5 previously rostered rule did pass. The state president’s dinner went very well and Kathy would like to host one every year on the same weekend. The president’s meeting will be held the weekend before Labor Day every year. The club presidents asked for disciplinary workshop. Kathy will work on bringing someone in for the workshop.

Unfinished Business:


All 2004/2005 club affiliation forms have been received by CJSA.
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New Business:

District Boundaries: The Central District made a request for clarification on which district the Middle-Haddam club was part of. Middle-Haddam is part of the Central District.

Region 1 Meeting: Andrea Duffy will be attending the Region 1 meeting in Newark, DE on Oct. 15-17, 2004.

For the Good of Soccer:

· Governor Jody Rell has signed an Official Statement proclaiming September, 2004 as Youth Soccer Month in the State of Connecticut. Lisa Schanzer had a handout on this and copy of the signed proclamation was distributed.
· Lisa Schanzer was in Greece for the Olympics during the Women Soccer and Women Softball gold medal achievements.
· On October 2, 2004 the City of West Haven will be dedicating the Paul Duffy Soccer Complex at 9am. 
· The District Financial Reports are due on September 30 and the year-end reports are due on October 30.
· The next Board meeting will be on Tuesday, October 12, 2004. 
Respectfully Submitted

Tom Mattera

Secretary CJSA
