CONNECTICUT JUNIOR SOCCER ASSOCIATION

BOD SPECIAL MEETING

Farmington, CT

March 7, 2005

The following were in attendance:

Tony Carvalho, Joe Conte, Joe Fillipetti, Andy George, Marc Glass, Dave Gold, Art Hennig, Steve Kassoy, Tom Skarbek, Eric Voide, Kathy Zolad, Sue Schultz, Jim Lennox, and Gerry Koppe.  

The following were absent:

Tim Brennan, Andrea Duffy, Dave Engel, Steve Henderson, Milan Keser, Tom Mattera, Bill Oehler, Chafik Rebai, Lisa Schanzer, Todd Stigliano, and Steve Woolbert.

Kathy Zolad called the special meeting to order at 7:30 PM.  

President’s Report
Kathy stated that at the US Youth Workshop in Salt Lake City things went well.  State Presidents were notified that a grievance was filed with the Olympic Committee.   

Grievance
Each state has been assessed $300 per vote to file the grievance. Region I will pay all assessments for the Region 1 States.  Kathy explained the basis of the grievance between US Youth and the Federation.  US Club Soccer, Super Y, AYSO and US Youth are all under the Federation.  However each organization abides by different rules of the Federation.  US Youth has to use the Federation’s process regarding Referees, Discipline, Appeals; etc. and the others do not.   At one time votes were based on registration and US Youth had more votes.  This has changed to all having an equal voice.  The Pros have the greatest voice and their needs are taken care of first.

Small sided – mandate it as a recommendation.  US Club is the soccer voice and they play full sided.  Dr. Bob stated that he would make all of the associations take on small sided.  

At the regional meeting they passed the U12 small sided  Regional Championship, starting the next seasonal year.  This means that there will be two regional cups for U12’s – a full sided and a small-sided.  

Club Pass
The twenty-two (22) roster passed for U17 and above.  In September you will be able to have a roster of twenty-two (22), dress eighteen (18) per game.  The eighteen (18) that you play in one game does not have to be the same eighteen (18) that you play in your next game.  
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The Premier Board of Governors have asked for the implementation of a club pass. Jim Cosgrove spoke with Kathy and we have his approval in writing.  This allows players to play up on any team within a club for play (except cup).  Kathy supports this as she feels it is a great developmental tool for players within a club.

Middletown
Kathy stated that both Milan Keser and Tim Brennan, two members who are not present tonight have stated that they were in favor the Middletown project.  

Art had some concerns as he felt we should get our own house in financial order as our budgets have been negative.  He is also concerned with being a third party with a non-profit organization, the city and us.  Need to take a lot of prudence as far as liabilities, field maintenance, change in administration in a particular town.  He has read some items lately regarding Middletown.  He also felt that we should know all of the costs involved, such as lawyer fees and how much we are spending on field usage this year and next year.  

Tom Skarbek had no concerns at this time.  

Dave Gold felt that his clubs feel the contact with the State is very minimal until they need money.  He is fine with going forward, but would like a voice in the final decision.

Marc Glass approves it for now with the lawyers looking into this further. We should use due diligence and work towards the next step.  If it still is as good a deal as it appears to be then we go forward.  Marc felt that this meeting was just to see if we should go forward and investigate the project proposal.  He also stated that our next step would be to sit down with Middletown and work out things.  The next step would be for the attorneys to look it all over and work our all of the fine print.

Joe Fillipetti had nothing to add at this time.

Andy George had nothing at this time.

Joe Conte had concerns regarding fields running into more money, would they request more money from CJSA?  South Central has no problem as far as looking into the project further.  He also felt that the vote should be done with the general public – our club membership – not the Board of Directors.  

Tony Carvalho felt that the process that we will be following here has created some uncertainness.  We should form a Business Arrangement Group to work on the business requirements.  Then our legal team works on the feasibility process.  They should work in parallel with each other.  Then bring their findings together and report to the BOD.  We need to come back here with more information and if the Business Arrangements Group and the Legal Arrangements Group are comfortable with what they bring to the BOD, then we can go further.  We need enough information with a concrete deal on the table.  
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Motion was made by Steve Kassoy, seconded by Tom Skarbek that we should continue due diligence and proceed with the Middletown project, putting together a Business Arrangement Group and a Legal Group to work parallel with each other and report back to the BOD.  Motion passed with nine (9) in favor and one (1) against.
Tony Carvalho will be the chairman of the Business Arrangement Group Finance Committee and he will put together a list of others whom he would like on this committee.  Tony mentioned that he would appreciate any input on your business requirements from your clubs.  He hopes to have a list by next Monday to present at the BOD meeting.

For the Good of Soccer
Paul Duffy had a heart attack this morning at work.  Andrea will keep us informed as to his status and we will email all of any changes.  

Trip McGarvey has been added to the BOG committee.  

USSF has upheld our decision on the appeal of Referee Assault by Omar Tork.

Kathy adjourned the meeting at 8:30 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,

Gerry Koppe, CJSA 
