CONNECTICUT JUNIOR SOCCER ASSOCIATION

BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MEETING

September 12, 2005

The following were in attendance:

Tim Blake, Tim Brennan, Dick Cavanaugh, Joe Conte, Andrea Duffy, David Engel, Joe Filippetti, Dave Gold, Art Hennig, Milan Keser, Bill Oehler, Tom Skarbek, Eric Voide, Jim Brown, Marc Glass, Steve Kassoy, Kathy Zolad, Sue Schultz, and Gerry Koppe.

The following were absent:

Tony Carvalho, Steve Henderson, Tom Mattera, and Chafik Rebai.

Kathy introduced Jim Brown, her new appointment for SYRA.  She also informed the BOD that Steve Kassoy had recently had hip replacement and is doing well and Dave Engel had another heart attack and had a shunt put in.  He too is doing well.

Minutes:
The minutes of July 11, 2005 were approved as presented.

Treasurer’s Report:
Dave Engel the year end interim report indicates that we will have a loss of $52,000.   Dave stated that membership has leveled off and we need to look into ways to increase our income.  Membership fee increase might help and we need to examine our expenses.  The financial committee will meet to begin a review of our procedures and practices and report back when it is complete. 
Kathy had some positive feedback regarding some independent clubs that want to possibly join CJSA.

Audience Communication:
None.

Committee Reports:
Cup:
Steve reported that the draw will be September 13 at noontime.  409 teams entered the 2005 Fall Connecticut Cup.  Every group will start on the weekend of September 24 but some will have a bye.  Everything will be posted on the website.  Tom Skarbek mentioned that we need to make it clear regarding the loss of home field that the team will also be charged with the home game.  We need to clarify this point.  The finals will be at Newington High School on November 5, 2005.  Kathy asked if there was anyone from the BOD that wished to volunteer at the event.  Tom Skarbek, Tim Brennan, Dick Cavanaugh and Joe Filippetti volunteered to help on that day.  We will need to hire additional staff to provide field marshals.  Kathy also stated that Anthem will be sponsoring the Fall Cup – they have increased their sponsorship to $10,000.

.  
Premier:
The number of teams entered for the fall is up to 79 as compared to 72 last year.  
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Registration:
Bill Oehler stated that the SW pilot registration program is working well.  It is a work in progress, we thank Southwest for being very patient.  Bill hopes to go statewide by next year.  Kathy requested Bill to host a demonstration of the system at 6:30 pm prior to the October BOD meeting.  All are invited to view the demonstration – please invite your district registrar’s.   We will also host a registrar workshop at our AGM.  

ODP:
Jim Lennox and Victor Santos were present.  Jim stated that the overview for the ODP program along with training, regional tournament and camp the boys and girls U17 teams would be involved with a college showcase; the U16’s European International event; the U15’s an intra-regional tournament, and the U13 & 14’s will be local-Inter and Intra State Tournaments. The players will be paying for the cost of the trips/tournaments.  Check with Victor for specifics regarding any of these events.  ODP and YPDP selections will be posted on the website.  We know send all of our ODP names to CIAC so that they are aware of the players involved in our program.
Coaches Report:  Jim stated that the National C License went very well.  

District Reports:
South Central – Joe Conte stated everything was fine.




Central – Tom Skarbek said everything is up and running.




Southwest – Andy George said that registration was a big 




accomplishment.




Northwest – Eric Voide said all was fine.




Northeast – Fall teams doing well.  District Treasurer had 




resigned but three applicants have applied for position and they 



will have one by the next BOD meeting in October.




Southeast – Milan Keser said everything was fine.




North Central – Marc said everything was fine.
President’s Report:
Region I – Bob Palmeiro hosted a conference call with the Region I President’s, the associations voted to send a total of $15,000 to the three State Associations involved in Hurricane Katrina.  US Youth has also waived fees from those affected by the hurricane.
The USYS Annual Meeting held in July had nothing new on the issue of 212.  Some State Associations remain in conflict with US Soccer/AYSO/US Club Soccer.  They do not want to go by the federation rules.  Region I supports 212 and has sent a letter to the Federation stating so. There might be a meeting the CT Cup weekend, there is a lot of 
bickering going on right now.  
The President’s Meeting on August 28, 2005 went very well, with forty people present.  Those present wished to have another meeting around the same time next year.
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New Business:
Committee Appointments 05-06:
Kathy introduced Jim Brown as her appointment for the SYRA position.  Matt Cameron has resigned from the Premier BOG, Kathy has requested the Dave Farrell be appointed to fill this position.

Motion to approve the appointments as presented was made by Tim Brennan, seconded by Tom Skarbek.  Motion passed unanimously.  

IRS Audit:
Kathy stated that one of our member clubs has been fined over $330,000 by the IRS.  The club is appealing the decision.  Art Hennig felt that clubs should know what is going on.  Kathy stated right now that we are in a waiting stage as it is in appeal.  Our accountants and our attorney are compiling the information needed for us to prepare a memo to our membership.  

Player Liability and Accident Insurance Coverage:    Mark and Dave went over this and reduced our fees and they will see if we can do better next year.  

Region I Meeting – October 14 – 16, 2005, RI:
Tom Mattera will be attending this meeting as the rotating BOD member.  In addition to the normal attendees at the event, (President, Vice President, Administrator and various committee members) CJSA has in the past paid the registration and hotel (two to a room) for any BOD member wishing to attend when the event is held close to Connecticut.  No additional members have expressed a desire to attend this meeting.  
District Leagues:
At this point other than Central/North Central District – we have no exceptions to the residency rules.

Youth Soccer Month:    Dave Gold stated that he is sending out a copy of our state proclamation for inclusion in various publications.
Elections 06:
Art Hennig and Tom Mattera have informed Kathy that they will be seeking election next year as 1st Vice President and Secretary respectively.  The Rule Proposal Changes are due November 11, 2005.

SYRA:  Jim Brown informed the BOD that Jim will keep the BOD updated on the progress of the referees.  They are looking into online registration, but it is not ready as of now.
For the Good of Soccer:
Kathy and Marc went to an all day TOPSoccer seminar at Gillette Stadium.  Marc stated that September 24 is CJSA day at the Revolution.  
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Hurricane Katrina Relief:
Several ideas were presented for how we could best help out the three states that were involved in this disaster.  Jim Lennox has been in communication with coaches from the affected states.  Dave felt that if clubs in our State wish to make a donation, they should come through CJSA and we will send it to the States that are in need.  

Kathy stated that the charity for this year’s CT Fall Cup be a children’s hospital in the affected area.    

Motion was made by Tom Skarbek, seconded by Dave Engel that we earmark $10,000 for the Hurricane Katrina relief and let Kathy Zolad and Jim Lennox decide where it is most needed.  In addition, we will donate the $1.00 collected at the Fall CT Cup finals to a children’s hospital in that area.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Motion was made by Joe Conte, seconded by Marc Glass to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 PM.
Respectfully submitted

Gerry Koppe, for Tom Mattera, Secretary CJSA

