CONNECTICUT JUNIOR SOCCER ASSOCIATION

BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MEETING

March 14, 2006 

The following were in attendance:

Tim Blake, Jim Brown, Tony Carvalho, Dick Cavanaugh, Joe Conte, Andrea Duffy, David Engel, Marc Glass, Andy George, Dave Gold, Brett Jones, Milan Keser, Tom Mattera, Chafik Rebai, Tom Skarbek, Eric Voide, Kathy Zolad, Al McWhirter, Sue Schultz, Jim Lennox, Victor Santos

The following were absent:

Joe Filippetti, Steve Henderson, Art Hennig, Steve Kassoy, and Bill Oehler
Kathy welcomed and announced Brett Jones as the new Northeast Representative. 
Minutes:

John Maiolo was added as the Finance Committee chairperson to the committee appointments to the minutes for the month of February. 
Treasurer’s Report:

The treasurer’s report was distributed to all board members. 

Audience Communication:

None

Committee Reports:

Premier: The Spring 2006 premier numbers were distributed.

Registration: The 2005/2006 registration numbers for the districts, state, region, and country were distributed. 

Indoor Tournament: The Indoor State Tournament schedules and venues were distributed.

Tournaments: The SCOR Warm-Up and Bethel Columbus Day tournaments received sanctioning. 

President’s Report:

Kathy reported the following information from the US Soccer AGM.

· Sunil Gulati was elected as the new President of the Federation.

· Mike Edwards, Chairperson of the Adult Council was elevated to Vice President.

· US Soccer Foundation re-elected: Francisco Marcos, Charles Marshall, Janusz Michalik 

· Marty Mankameyer and Howard Rubenstein were elected as Life Members of the Federation.
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· The Federation Board of Directors was reduced from 42 members to 15 voting members plus 1 non voting member for a total of 16 persons, effective March 13, 2006. Kathy stated that there was much discussion from the members on this issue and the numbers were modified numerous times. 
· The new Board of Directors will consist of:

             President
             Treasurer (through present term 2006 – then seat will go to an Independent Member)
             2 Commissioners from the Adult Council
             2 Commissioners from the Youth Council

             2 Commissioners from the Pro Council

             3 Athletes from the Athlete Council

1 Minority Member (from the seven other organizations – AYSO, SAY, US Club Soccer, Super Y, Futsol, etc..)

2 Independent Members (someone who has not been involved in the governance of soccer for at least three years)

Immediate Past President (added to BOD as a non-voting member)  

Other key issues that were discussed were Risk Management and Insurance and looking at going to a nationwide policy for both. 

Director of Coaching Report:

Jim Lennox asked the board to approve a new ODP coach who will join the U-14 boys staff where there is an opening. Jim handed out Ian Gordona’s résumé to the board. 


Motion to approve Ian Gordona as a new ODP coach was made by Tom Skarbek, seconded by Marc Glass. Motion passed unanimously 

Jim gave a quick overview of the program and some of what the other states are doing to improve attendance at practices which seems to be a dilemma in other states also. Jim is looking to improve the quality of coaches in the ODP program along with consistency in the training sessions and facilities. Jim also stated that attendance at our coaching schools has gone up; 2004 193 attended, 2005 305 attended, and in 2006 we will have two D license, four E license, four U10/U12 youth module, and five U6/U8 youth module courses. Jim is in the process of re-writing the coaching course curriculums at this time.
SYRA Report:

Jim Brown distributed an overview of the changes to the laws of the game and advice to referees for the spring 2006 season. Jim announced that 82 referees statewide have been identified for Cup Finals by the district DRAs and ARAs. These referees will be assigned mentors, will be evaluated, and assessed prior to the cup finals. They will also be attending a meeting this Saturday to start the process. Jim also announced the list of DRAs for each of the seven districts;
North Central 

Dean Myshrall

Northeast 

Bill Foley

Northwest

John Gugliotti

South Central

Raul Marques

Southeast

Tom Scagliarini

Southwest

Tom Mattera

Central 


Paul Barbagallo
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Jim also stated that the recertification classes each year for all grade 9 referees will be the bridge course to grade 8. Referees at this time may upgrade to grade 8 if the meet the age requirement or remain as grade 9. 

District Reports:

Southwest: Andy announced that Stamford will be hosting a Kicks for Cancer tournament in May. 

South Central: Joe stated that he had received complaints from his district that the length of the AGM was too short. He also asked if there was an evaluation process for job performance for CJSA employees. Kathy stated that there was.

Southeast: all is fine

Northeast: all is fine

Central: all is fine
Northwest: Eric announced that his district was sponsoring a free coaches clinic for Northwest and Southwest coaches. The clinic consists of 15 informal workshops once a week and that 50 coaches from 21 clubs have been attending.  

North Central: all is fine

Unfinished Business:

London Gryphons – no motion was made

New Business:

Nutmeg State Games: 

The Nutmeg State games will be held at the end of July and early August. The soccer venues will be in the Southwest District, Bridgeport and Fairfield. The Nutmeg Games’ flyer and application will be up on the CJSA website and applications will go through CJSA. Fees have gone up to cover the referee fees. Discussion occurred over the Nutmeg Games labor practices.

US Youth Soccer AGM:

The US Youth Soccer AGM will be in Des Moines, Iowa in July. Joe Conte is next on the list to attend, if Joe cannot attend David Gold is next. 
For the Good of Soccer:

· Al and Milan spoke very highly of the new coaching manual “Best Practices for Coaching Soccer in the United States”.  Milan stated that it would be the guide for several of his clubs in his district. Al is very enthusiastic about it and hoped that it would be applied across the state at all levels of play. Kathy noted that Jim Lennox was one of the architects of the manual. The manual will go up on the CJSA website so that it can be downloaded.
· Milan praised the Soccer Foundation for all it’s work in the New Orleans and Louisiana area after the flood. He stated that they have raised money from all over the country and continue to help.

· Kathy announced that CT was awarded a National Team game on May 28. CJSA will get 5% of the ticket sales. This will be the National Team’s farewell game before heading to Germany for the World Cup. Special price tickets can be bought before tickets go on sale to the general public. This will be placed on the CJSA website.
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· Marc wanted to know if CJSA could buy defibrillators for each district to have them at district events. Discussion occurred. 
Respectfully Submitted

Tom Mattera Secretary  
