             

Connecticut Junior Soccer Association




        Board of Directors’ Meeting





     February 11, 2008

The following were in attendance:

Jim Brown, Tony Carvalho, Dick Cavanaugh, Joe Conte, Michael Dahlem, Joe Filippetti, March Glass, Dave Gold, Brett Jones, Chafik Rebai, Robbie Rickert, Eric Voide, Joe Zizik, Kathy Zolad, Victor Santos, Austin Daniels and Lori Solomon.

The following were absent:

Tim Blake, Andrea Duffy, David Engel, George Guiliano, Steve Henderson, Milan Keser, Tom Mattera and Tom Skarbek.

Kathy introduced new Board member, Mike Dahlem, the North Central Distict representative and advised that Dick Cavanaugh was now the new North Central District Vice President.

Minutes:

Chafik noted that the minutes did not reflect the report given by Jim Brown, re: summary of red/yellow cards.  The minutes were approved with this addition.

Treasurer’s Report:

Copy of the Financial Report as of 1/31/08 was sent to the Board, and they had no questions.

Lisa Cole from the SoccerPlus CT Reds and Steve Reisser of the CT Football Club (CFC) gave presentations.  Both groups are looking to CJSA membership for support of their events.  Soccer night at the Rock Cats stadium is being planned for May 19th and they requested help in getting the word out to the districts and clubs.  

ODP:

Victor spoke as to ODP staff replacement.  He advised the Board that a few coaches had dropped out and requested approval of three new coaches – Thomas Mattera, Jr., Manuel Oliveira and Christopher Bart-Williams.

Motion was made by Chafik Rebai, seconded by Tony Carvalho, to approve Thomas Mattera, Jr., Manuel Oliveira and Christopher Bart-Williams to the ODP staff.  

Vote:  Yes: 11, No: 0, Abstain: 1.  Motion passed.

Premier:

Tony Carvalho advised that the U/12 full-side bracket will be ready for implementation in the Fall.  He also advised that there will be a meeting on February 25th to layout divisions and cup rankings.  Eric Voide noted that the motion as passed stated that this would start in the Spring.  Tony stated that there was not enough time to be properly ready for the Spring.

Recreation:

Marc Glass advised of the TopSoccer Day at Quinnipiac University to be held on 

April 26th.  Notice will be sent out to the districts.

State Youth Referee Report:

Jim Brown reported that the 2008 recertifications have finished.  There are approximately a dozen entry level clinics being held currently, and that there is still time to put together a class.  Chafik asked about the number of recerts taken.  Jim advised that there were about 3,000 and that he would have the actual figures at the next meeting.

Director of Coaching:

Austin reported on available clinics and provided a handout, as well as information on the National D course being offered.  He also spoke about the after school program being run in New Haven.  Because of a gift-in-kind, bus transportation was being provided for the 8-week program, which will end with a jamboree on May 31st.  Kathy advised that she wrote to Region 1 for a $500 grant for the New Haven program.  The question of insurance arose and Kathy stated that CJSA will waive the insurance for the first year.  Joe Conte asked how much it cost to run the program, and Austin advised that the cost was approximately $3,650.00.  Joe stated that the South Central District would donate half of the cost if CJSA would donate the other half.  

Motion was made by Tony  Carvalho, seconded by Jim Brown, to allocate $1,500 from the restricted fund for the Soccer New Haven program.  Vote:  Yes: 12, No: 0,

Abstain: 0   Motion passed.

Dave Gold mentioned that he thought the AGM went very well and that it was one of the best run weekends.

On-Line Registration Systems:

Joe Zizik reported on the procedure to find the best on-line registration system for the State.  Initially started with 9 systems and narrowed it down to two – Blue Sombrero and League Athletics.  Kathy reported that the cost for each would be the same, for five years, with no more than a 4% increase over the following five years.  Eric questioned the credit card percentage (3.4%), whether the system could account for a payment plan format and the procedure for transfer of information.  Chafik asked about training.  Mike asked when the anticipated start date would be and as to record retention.  Joe advised that once the decision was made, the system could be up and running by May, that training would be

Provided and record retention was three years.  Jim Brown also spoke regarding both systems after the discussions held with both companies at the workshop in Pittsburgh.  It is Joe’s recommendation that it would be in the best interest of CJSA to go with the Blue Sombrero program since it would meet all our needs for now and the future. 

Motion made by Tony Carvalho, seconded by Jim Brown, to accept the recommendation of the committee to contract with Blue Sombrero for the new

on-line registration system.  Vote:  Yes: 10,  No: 0, Abstain: 2.  Motion passed.

Committee Changes:

Kathy requested approval of committee member changes as follows:


Registration Appeal Committee – to remove Andy George and add Dick Cavanaugh


Finance Committee – to add Marc Glass

Motion was made by Chafik Rebai, seconded by Brett Jones, to accept the changes as

Noted.  Vote:  Yes: 12, No: 0, Abstain: 0.   Motion passed.

Kathy noted that all districts are required to provide information to CJSA regarding their district accounts and must submit their bank statements to the office monthly.

President’s Remarks:

Kathy spoke about the US Youth Soccer Workshop held this past weekend in Pittsburgh, advising that a great part of the weekend was spent meeting with the on-line registration system candidates.  She also advised that there is discussion of allowing youth associations to be able to register teams through U/20.  Also, there is talk of mandating small sided across all associations and she will keep the Board informed regarding this.  There is also serious consideration being given by the US Soccer Federation in hosting the 2018 World Cup, but that it would take a great deal of money to do this. 

Kathy advised that she would like to set up a meeting with the seven district Vice Presidents within the next few weeks and will contact them.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Robbie Rickert, Secretary

