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Board of Directors’ Meeting




                       October 14, 2008

The following were in attendance:

Dave Brouillette, Tony Carvalho, Joe Conte, Michael Dahlem, Andrea Duffy, David Engel, Marc Glass, Maggie Girard, Brett Jones, Tom Mattera, Chafik Rebai, Robbie Rickert, Kathy Zolad, Austin Daniels, Steve Hinchcliffe and Sue Schultz.

The following were absent:

Tim Blake, Jim Brown, Dick Cavanaugh,Joe Filippetti, Dave Gold, Steve Henderson, Milan Keser, Tom Skarbek and Joe Zizik.

Minutes:

Chafik advised that the Northeast District report should read that questions were being handled regarding U/12 small sided (not U/10).  The proper spelling of Marc Glass’ name was also noted.  The minutes, with corrections, were approved.

Treasurer’s Report:

There were no questions from Board members.

ODP:

Nothing to report.

Premier:

Tony advised that the league is going on, with only small issues.

Cup:

Steve Hinchcliffe reported that the cup quarterfinals would be held on the coming weekend and that the finals will be held on November 1st at Newington High School.  Joe brought up the issue of teams not submitting rosters on time.  He suggested that the submission deadline for rosters be set on a Wednesday (with 48 hour grace period), rather than a Friday (with 48 hour grace period).  Then the District VPs could be emailed that clubs hadn’t registered.  Tony advised that he did not want to be responsible as VP to get that email – that the email should go directly to the club.  Kathy advised that once we are online with registration, cup entries will ultimately be done online.  She noted that it was an easy fix to change the day of the week so the 48 hour grace period would not fall over a weekend.

Registration:

Kathy noted that Joe is away, but had advised that progress was being made with Blue Sombrero and initiation of the online system.  She also noted that registrations were at 84,045 for 07/08 (a slight increase over 06/07 figure of $83,702)

Recreation:

Marc advised that two patch entries had been received and that the deadline was November 1st.  

SYRA:

Kathy reported for Jim Brown that the entry level referee courses would be going ahead with an online system, that should be up in the next week or two.  It will be a 19 module program, with 33 days to finish and then registration for a 6 hr. class.  Clubs can hold the final class.  The cost for Grade 8 will be $79.75 - $40.50 for recerts.

Tournaments:

Sue reported for Tom Skarbek – two tournaments submitted applications for play in May, 2009 – the Clinton Invitational and Oakwood Invitational.

DOC:

Austin reported as to the 2nd TopSoccer event at Quinnipiac University.  Only a few players attended.  Will shoot for something again in the Spring, possibly in Danbury.   He also advised that there were currently 3 training classes being held (Litchfield, Bridgeport and at Oakwood in Hamden).

He advised that the SoccerHaven program had started 3 weeks ago and had approximately 40 players.  There were no buses until next week, so he anticipates 20 to 30 more players once they start running.  Discussion then took place as to a request for donation from CJSA to cover expenses for the Fall season for this program.  Tom questioned as to why this program was not held in other districts.  David Engel questioned why funds for this program were not included in the budget.

Motion to give $2,500 to the SoccerHaven program towards expenses for the Fall season was made by Joe Conte, seconded by Brett Jones.  Vote: Yes: 12, No: 0, Abstentions: 0.  Motion passed.  (Funds to be taken from the TopSoccer and Rec Festivals budgets.)
Districts:

Northeast – Chafik shared with the Board the “Quick Rules for Rec and Travel” laminated cards being distributed in his district.

Northwest – Dave stated that the season is going well.

AGM Elections:

David Engel advised that he would not be reapplying for the Treasurer’s position.  Kathy advised that someone had come forward for this position.

Kathy advised that she will be running for President.  She noted the 11/15 deadline for nominations and the 11/14 deadline for rules proposals.

Kathy then reported as to a proposed new National Cup (once known as the Director’s Cup).  Teams that compete in premier or regional leagues would not be eligible.  If we were to participate, we would have to change some of our dates to entertain a third cup.  The 14-17 age groups would participate – roster size would be affected.  The cost would be $500 for teams to enter.  She is waiting for something in writing, but meanwhile would like VPs to discuss the proposal with their clubs.  

Mission Statement:

Kathy requested proposals for mission statements from Board members by the beginning of next year.  We need to take a look at and reflect on ourselves and possible changes that can be made.

Kathy advised of a special promotion being offered by Wiggles & Giggles in Wethersfield (scrapbooking store).  They will donate 20% of sales between 11/1 and 11/8 to organization (said proceeds to be earmarked for TopSoccer and inner-city programs).

Referees:
Kathy then advised of potential changes to the referee program.  Nothing concrete at this time.  Will have to discuss it  - money will drive it.

Kathy advised that Tom Mattera will be the liaison for ODP and coaching development.

Good of the Game:

Tim Blake was not present tonight because his Mom is in the hospital.  

Operation Soccer Ball – Score donating 1,000 balls, 450 sets of uniforms and goals.

The meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Robbie Rickert, Secretary
